Sample Summary “Who Are the Kids of the Migrant Crisis?”

The article, “Who Are the Kids of the Migrant Crisis?” from NPR explores the reasons why so many unaccompanied minors are making the harrowing journey from Central America to the United States. The authors begin by pointing out that 57,000 migrant children have been detained at the U.S.-Mexico border from October to July of 2014. President Obama is trying to work with both Congress and Central American leaders to deter the children. Next, the article introduces Elizabeth Kennedy, a scholar working in El Salvador, who explains that children are leaving Central America—particularly El Salvador, Honduras, and Guatemala—to escape gang violence, extortion and drug trafficking. According to Kennedy, most children come to the United States because they have family here. The article points out that Mexico is already stepping up efforts to control its southern border, sending three times as many children back to El Salvador. However, Kennedy claims that children will attempt to cross the border again. Next, authors describe the dangerous journey that these children make. There is a freight train called “La Bestia” that many children ride atop, risking death or lost limbs if they fall; money that must be paid to coyotes or criminal groups, or be thrown off the train; dangerous waters to cross on the Rio Grande; and, lack of food along the route. Finally, the article notes that even when the children reach the U.S. they will encounter another difficult journey through the legal system. Overall, this article describes desperate Central American children trying to escape violence who may not receive the refuge they’re seeking in the United States.
