Intensive English 2

Semester 1
Vocabulary #9


On a separate sheet of paper, respond in complete sentences using the vocabulary word in your answer.


1. Digress (v) 

· to stray from the topic

· If we're talking about science fiction, and you suddenly go off on a long tangent about the cost of grape soda, you digress.
· Compare a situation where a digression is interesting, maybe even amusing with a situation where a digression is frustrating, perhaps obnoxious.
2. Juxtaposition  (n.) 

· the act of placing two things next to each other for implicit comparison. Any time unlike things bump up against each other, you can describe it as juxtaposition. Juxtaposition of two contrasting items is often done deliberately in writing, music, or art — in order to highlight their differences.
· The interior designer admired my juxtaposition of the yellow couch and green table. 

· If a waiter served you a whole fish and a scoop of chocolate ice cream on the same plate, your surprise might be caused by the juxtaposition, or the side-by-side contrast, of the two foods. 
· Describe a situation where you have a juxtaposition of grief and humor. 
3. Quagmire  (n.) 

· A difficult situation; a quagmire is a difficult because there is no easy solution.  A “no-win” situation where neither choice is optimal can be described as a quagmire.  
· We’d all like to avoid the kind of military quagmire characterized by the Vietnam War. 

· How (and maybe why) has the healthcare system in this country become such a quagmire?
4. Rebuke  (v.) 
· To scold, criticize, admonish
· When the cops showed up at Sarah’s party, they rebuked her for disturbing the peace.

· Describe a situation where you have been justly (or unjustly) rebuked.

5. Repudiate (v.)
· To reject, refuse to accept. To repudiate something is to reject it, or to refuse to accept or support it.  This verb usually refers to rejecting something that has authority, such as a legal contract, doctrine, or claim. In connection with debts or other obligations, repudiate is used in the specialized sense "to refuse to recognize or pay." If referring to a child or a lover, repudiate is used in the sense "to disown, cast off."  

· Kwame made a strong case for an extension of his curfew, but his mother repudiated it with a few biting words.

· How would your life change if you repudiate the consumption of animals?

