Intensive English 2

Semester 2

Vocabulary 8

On a separate sheet of paper, respond in complete sentences using the vocabulary word in your answer.


1.
Denounce (v) – to speak out against

· When you stand on your desk and tell the class that your partner is cheating, you denounce him or her.

· Politicians love to denounce each other's shady doings, or denounce some underhanded activities of people in their party in order to separate themselves.
· What current laws or policies (besides C-days) might you denounce and why?
2.  Orifice (n) – an opening or hole; an aperture

· We use orifice to describe everything from a natural opening in human bodies such as your mouth or nostril to an opening into any cavity, such as a hollowed out tree trunk, or the vent of a heating system.

· In a discussion of the new music video, one critic says, “The nudity is PG, but the lyrics are a hard R, packed with references to various practices and orifices.”
· Why might you use the word orifice instead of the word mouth?  What effect would this have?  Write a sentence using orifice instead of mouth then explain the effect.  
3.  disingenuous (adj) – describes behavior that is not totally honest or sincere

· It's disingenuous when people pretend to know less about something than they really do. If you have ever been in a situation when you did not fully disclosed all the information, you were being disingenuous.
· For the government to attribute a positive trend to solely its own reforms is often disingenuous.
· Describe a situation when you have been disingenuous. 
4.
zealot (n) – a fanatic; someone who is a fanatic proponent of something

· The movie zealot was so fanatical about Star Wars that he camped outside the theater two days before the new release opened, dressed in full costume of his favorite character. 
· Today, anyone who is goes overboard in their zeal, or enthusiasm, for a particular cause, a religion, a sports team, a charitable organization, etc — can be called a zealot. 

· The coffee lover was a zealot regarding where his coffee was grown, who grew it, and how it was roasted.

· Describe something you are so fanatical about you might be called a zealot.  

5.  propensity (n) – a natural inclination 

· A propensity is a natural tendency to behave in a certain way. We all have propensities — things we tend to do. Dogs have a propensity to bark, and many people have a propensity for getting annoyed by it.  If you have a propensity for something, then it's something that comes naturally to you or something you just do a lot. Some people have a propensity to laugh. Other people have a propensity for making others laugh, or for being generous, or for getting angry. It's hard to change your propensities. Sometimes a propensity is a bad thing, as in a criminal with a propensity for theft or murder.

· TIP:  Propensity is similar to innate but they are different parts of speech.  If you say, someone has an innate propensity for something, you are repeating yourself, but it is a good way to remember the definitions and parts of speech because innate (the adjective) is describing propensity (the noun).  

· Describe a propensity you would like to change about yourself and why.  

