Intensive English 2

Semester 2

Vocabulary 7


On a separate sheet of paper, respond in complete sentences using the vocabulary word in your answer.


1.  relegate (v) - to assign to a lower order of or to a lower position; demote

· TIP: Relegate rhymes with delegate.  Delegate means to send someone in your place to complete a task. In the workplace, managers who can't figure out how to delegate may get relegated to a lesser rank.  

· After failing to meet his sales deadline, the worker was relegated to washing the floors; the boss hoped that by relegating the worker to the level of a cleaning person, he would make his point clear about the importance of meeting deadlines. 
· If the quarterback of the football team stops making decent throws he might be relegated to the position of benchwarmer, while another kid is given the chance to play.
· Imagine you are the boss of your own company.  How would you go about relegating someone who worked for you to a lower position?  What might you do or say? 

2.  diatribe (n) - a harsh, verbal attack, sharp criticism or rant;  a tirade

· It's totally overwhelming when you ask someone a seemingly innocuous question, like "Do you like hot dogs?" and they unleash a diatribe about the evils of eating meat. 

· At dinner, my father went on a long diatribe about his boss and his bad management style. 

· Another example could be: I don't want to go on a long diatribe about this, but that was, without a doubt, the worst meal I've ever eaten.

· Describe a time when you witnessed someone unleashing a diatribe either directed at you or at someone else.  Explain what happened and how you responded.

3.  juggernaut (n) - something with great power and force that destroys everything in its path

· If the army marching into your country is a juggernaut, you’re doomed. 
· If you're trying to market a new Cola product, you're up against corporate giant Coca-Cola, a beverage juggernaut if ever there was one.  
· When the football team took the field, their great size and attitude made them seem like an unbeatable juggernaut. 

· The Roman armies were a tremendous juggernaut, conquering lands from Western Europe to the Middle East. 

· Describe a movie you have seen that has a good example of a juggernaut.  

4.  innate (adj) - existing naturally, often from birth

· If a characteristic or ability is already present in a person or animal when they are born, it is innate. Hunting is an innate characteristic in most animals. From birth, eagles search for small animals like mice or fish to feed upon. The hunt is instinctive and automatic; it is an innate quality in the eagle’s behavior. 

· Innate can also be used figuratively for something that comes from the mind rather than from external sources. Do you know someone with an innate sense of style? Some kids seem to have an innate sense of fairness where others seem to be natural bullies. 
· Some people seem to be innately humorous and can always make people laugh. What are some innate skills you seem to have been born with that are natural strengths?
5.  benign (adj) : good-natured and kindly; causing no harm; innocuous

· Someone or something that is benign is gentle, kind, mild, or not harmful: a benign soul wouldn't hurt a fly.  Benign describes a range of qualities, all of them positive. When talking about a person, it means "gentle." In reference to weather or climate, it means "mild." In some other contexts, it simply means "not harmful"; you might speak of "a benign tumor" or "an environmentally benign chemical." 
· My puppy has such a benign nature that everyone loves to pet her. Some people suggest that, with such a good-natured and friendly disposition, my puppy should train to work as a therapy dog. 

· What is one change you would make to make the world more benign?  Explain why.

