Semester 1
Vocabulary 2
Responses should be at least 4 sentences each. Use enough context clues to show you know the meaning of the vocabulary word. Be sure to use and underline the required vocabulary word in each of your responses.
1. clandestine
· (adj) done or kept in secret
· Sentence: New York State Police are dealing with a dramatic increase in what they’re called clandestine drug labs across the state—especially in Central New York.
· Describe a clandestine situation you have planned or assisted with such as a surprise gift, visit, or party that required you to be secretive. Describe the steps you had to take in order to remain clandestine.
2. surmise
· (v) to infer with little evidence; to guess that something is true, using the information you already know.
· Sentence: When the children came in, they were drenched from the pouring rain, so their parents surmised that they had forgotten their umbrellas.
· There are many careers that require you to surmise, sometimes with very little information, conclusions necessary to do your job. In education, for example, teachers need to always be surmising to what degree students understand the concepts being presented and where students might be having difficulties.
· Think about the career(s) you are interested in. Describe what you might need to do to develop your ability to surmise in order to perform your job successfully.
3. eclectic
· (adj) made up of or including a mixture of many different things or people, especially so that you can use the best of all of them.
· Sentence: A person with an eclectic taste in music might like The Beatles, Maroon 5, Mettalica, Dolly Parton, and Mozart.
· Describe something you have very eclectic tastes or interests in, like fashion, music, art, food, literature, hobbies, or even friends.
4. altruisitc
· (adj) unselfishly generous; concerned for others
· Sentence: When one country gives aid to another country, it is generally for reasons that are not entirely altruistic; economic or political interests may also be involved.
· Many people are attracted to teaching for altruistic reasons rather than financial ones.
· Describe something altruistic you have done and why you did it.
5. usurp
· (v) to take someone else’s power, position, job, etc. when you do not have the right to; to seize power or control by force.
· Sentence: The rogue army general tried to usurp control of the government, but he failed because most of the army supported the legally elected president.
· Sometimes we feel an individual has usurped attention, loved ones, friends, or privileges away from us. For example, it might feel like a best friend’s new boy or girlfriend usurps the time you would normally spend with him or her. Describe a situation in which someone usurped something from you. Explain how you handled the situation, what you did.
