Intensive English 2

Semester 1
Vocabulary 1
1. desolate 
· (adj) providing no shelter or sustenance; crushed by grief

· Think of a rundown cabin in the middle of nowhere, with no running water and no stores or other people anywhere. That's a desolate setting. Being in a desolate place usually makes people feel desolate.
· How might you help a friend who is feeling desolate?
2. laconic 

· (adj) using few words; concise

· Laconic is an adjective that describes a style of speaking or writing that uses only a few words, often to express complex thoughts and ideas. A more laconic way to write that last sentence might be this: laconic means brief.
· When might it be advantageous to be more laconic than loquacious?
3.  sordid 

· (adj) lacking in morals. Something that is filthy or run down such as a neighborhood or someone's living conditions can be called sordid, but it is usually used figuratively to mean immoral or dishonest.
· Donald Sterling’s racist comments didn’t surprise those people who were familiar with his sordid past.
· Why do you think people are so interested in sordid details?
4. candid

· (adj) sincere; straightforward; truthful talk
· In photography, candid has become a noun meaning "an unposed photo."
· If you're too candid in your personal blog, a future employer might discover your penchant for nude skydiving.
· Why might a politician be candid?  Why might a politician avoid being candid?
5. bombast 
· (n) pompous speech; pretentious words. Other words with bombast at their roots include the adjective bombastic and the adverb bombastically.
· For all your coach's bluster and bombast, he's a pretty nice guy — too bad his overblown rhetoric turns people off before they get to know him.
· Describe a bombastic character from a book that you’ve read or a movie/TV show that you’ve seen. How did other characters react to this person?
