Intensive English 2

Semester 1
Vocabulary 11

On a separate sheet of paper, respond in complete sentences using the vocabulary word in your answer.


1. indoctrinate 

· (v) to teach a one-sided view of something and ignore or dismiss opinions that don’t agree with your view. If you indoctrinate someone, the goal is to have that person follow a particular set of beliefs rather than being able to think independently or know right from wrong. For example, a child may be indoctrinated into a life of violence by growing up surrounded by war.
· Cults, political entities, and even fans of particular sports teams are often said to indoctrinate their followers. 

· Historically, what methods have governments used to indoctrinate citizens with certain ideas, opinions and biases?  (For example, to garner support for the War on Iraq after 9/11, President Bush attempted to indoctrinate US citizens with the belief that Iraq was stock-piling weapons of mass destruction.)
2. 
ingratiate 

· (v) to try to get someone's approval by doing or saying things that will please them

· Because the young man wanted a raise, he decided to ingratiate himself with his boss by offering to work on the weekends.

· How dare you try to ingratiate yourself into my child's life by buying her toys!  

· The candidate will try to ingratiate herself with voters by promising to reduce taxes.

· Describe a situation when you have tried to ingratiate yourself with your parents, a teacher, boss, etc. What did you do to gain approval?  Did it work?

3. 
vacillate 

· (v) to waver between different opinions or actions; to be indecisive

· If you ask Paula to choose a restaurant for lunch, she will vacillate between restaurants forever. 

· If you vacillate between two positions, there is no way you will win the debate. 

· Describe a situation in which you vacillated between two choices.  What did you eventually decide?

4. 
loquacious 

· (adj) talkative. A loquacious person talks a lot, often too much and about stuff that only they think is interesting. You can also call them chatty or gabby, but either way, they're loquacious. 
· Sitting next to a loquacious person at a dinner party can make dinner a real drag. Of course, if you've got nothing to say, a loquacious person might make a good dinner companion, because they'll do all the talking. All you will have to do is smile and eat. 
· Under what circumstances do you appreciate being around someone who is loquacious?  Under what circumstances do you find it obnoxious?

5.

vernacular – 

· (n) everyday language; the way people really talk with each other. You know how some language is fancy and formal? Vernacular is different: think of it as how friends talk when no one is listening. Vernacular language includes slang and obscenities. 

· One of the hardest things about writing for school is getting away from the vernacular and learning to write in more formal ways that don't come as naturally. 

· You can also say specific groups have a vernacular, meaning the unique way people in a certain region or profession speak.  His vernacular identified him as a Frenchman. Because she spoke in the southern vernacular, she often used the word “ya'll” in conversation.

· What slang words and expressions are part of your vernacular?  

