Thesis Statements

adapted from The New Canaan High School Writing Center
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What is a thesis statement? A thesis statement argues an analytical idea.  It is your own interpretation that you intend to back up with textual evidence; this is your reason and motivation for writing.

A strategy for crafting a thesis statement:
A thesis statement must be specific not only about the main idea, but how or why that main idea is logical, meaningful, and/ or conveyed by the author. 

· Golding argues that the boys become more evil over time.
(This is a main idea, but it does not explain why or how it is logical, meaningful, or conveyed by the author.)

· Golding argues that the longer individuals are removed from the guidance of the larger society, the more evil their behavior becomes.
(This is a main idea with a reason that explains why it logical or meaningful)

· Through his use of rocks as a symbol of escalating violence, Golding argues that the longer individuals are removed from the guidance of the larger society, the more evil their behavior becomes.

(This is a main idea with a reason that explains why it logical or meaningful, and also explains how it is conveyed by the author.)

Once you have clarified a specific main idea and why or how it makes sense, you can fool around with the structure of the sentence.

· First version: Through his use of rocks as a symbol of escalating violence, Golding argues that the longer individuals are removed from the guidance of the larger society, the more evil their behavior becomes.

· Playing around with sentence structure: Golding depicts the growing size of rocks used as weapons through out the novel to show that the longer individuals are removed from the guidance of the larger society, the more evil their behavior becomes.
Complex sentences, like the ones written above, work well for thesis statements.  A complex sentence has more than one clause: a dependent clause and an independent clause.

 

· An independent clause can stand on its own as a full sentence: 

Golding argues that the boys become more evil over time.

· A dependent clause cannot stand alone as a complete sentence; it always clarifies the independent idea:

Through his use of rocks as a symbol of escalating violence

Golding argues that the longer individuals are removed from the guidance of the larger society, 

Here are some examples of complex sentence structures that can work for your thesis statement:
____________________________________________, because _______________________________.

Since _______________________________________, _______________________________________.

Through ____________________________________, _______________________________________.

As _________________________________________, _______________________________________.

Once ______________________________________, ________________________________________.

While ________________________, _____________________________, because ________________.

Despite ______________________, ______________________________, because ________________.

Although _____________________, ______________________________, because_________________.

Even though __________________, _______________________________, because ________________.

Some examples of effective thesis statements:
To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee

By empathizing with the struggle some individuals face to feel free, Scout is able to surpass her initial misjudgments of others and recognize that each person deserves respect.

Catcher in the Rye, J.D. Salinger

Since Holden lacks self-confidence and is dissatisfied with who he is as an individual, he is unable to form meaningful relationships with other adults.

The Great Gatsby, F. Scott Fitzgerald

Although Myrtle initially embodies the glimpse of possibility and vitality in the Valley of Ashes, her desperate attempts to appear wealthy through Tom coupled with her exaggerated death highlight Fitzgerald's resentment toward the dismal reality of the American Dream.

Things Fall Apart, Chinua Achebe

Since Achebe explores the complexity and dignity of the Igbo tribe's religion and culture, he combats the image of Africans as a crude and savage people. 

If you have a good idea but it’s too complex to convey in one sentence, it’s more important to express your good idea than to fit it all into one sentence.  It’s okay to have a thesis statement that is actually two sentences.  

The House on Mango Street Sandra Cisneros

Many women choose marriage or relationships as way out of a difficult life although they often discover that they end up feeling just as trapped in their marriage as they did in their old life.  Cisneros portrays this through the motif of doors and windows.
