Intensive English 2

1984

Setting and Mood
By definition, mood is the feeling that a writer creates for a reader. Things such as connotation, details, dialogue, imagery, figurative language, foreshadowing, and setting can help set the mood.

Notice how the setting in 1984 helps to establish mood. For each setting that follows, list at least four details from that describe Winston’s home (Victory Mansions) and Winston’s Workplace (The Ministry of Truth). For each description you list, attempt to explain the mood or atmosphere the detail creates.

Winston’s Home—Victory Mansions
	Detail or Description
	Concrete Detail
	Mood/Atmosphere Created

	Posters of Big Brother
	“The black mustachio’d face gazed down from every commanding corner. There was one on the house front immediately opposite. BIG BROTHER IS WATCHING YOU, the caption said, while the dark eyes looked deep into Winston’s own” (6).
	The ubiquitous Big Brother creates a threatening or fearful mood. There seems to be no sense of privacy or freedom.
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Consider the following:

1. How does the setting established in chapter 1 affect Winston psychologically?
2. How does this setting contribute to the plot or action?
