Expressions to Use When Writing a Summary						Toolkit #________


1st Sentence:  In the article, “Title here in quotes,” name of the author here discusses … (finish by writing a general statement of what the ENTIRE article is MOSTLY about).    

2nd Sentence:  The author begins by …  (explain how the author starts the article).

Rest of Summary:  Summarize each chunk of text.  If the text has not been divided up for you, divide it up based on the parts or “chunks” that go together.  Use transitions as you move from one idea to the next to make your summary flow and verbs like the ones below to make it clear you are writing about the author’s ideas.

 (
Verbs
adds
explores
predicts
analyzes
highlights
proposes
argues
illustrates
questions
asserts
implies
quotes
compares
informs
reasons
connects
introduces
reports
continues
investigates
returns back to
contrasts
lists
states
counters
mentions
speculates
demonstrates
narrates
suggests
describes
notes
summarizes
defines
offers
supports
evaluates
opposes
traces
explains 
points out
uses
) 
· According to (author’s last name), …
· Next, the author …
· The author goes on to …
· The author returns back to 
· The author then ….






 





 (
Describing opinions
A concern the author raises is that …
The author questions … (explain concern the author has)
The author compares ____________________ to _________________ because …
In a call to action, the author wants the audience to …
)

Discussing Evidence:
One example the author gives is …
To support his/her point, the author describes how …
In an interview with ___________________________, the author …
An important fact the author brings up is that …
The author describes the case of …
The author quotes __________________________________

Discussing studies and expert opinion
The author describes a recent study about … that involved exploring …
In a study about … the author reveals that …
According to the author, one finding of this study was that …
Focusing on research done by ___________________________, the author … 






*Last Sentence:  A good way to END your summary is with the Main Idea 
· The overall message the author is trying to convey is that …
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