Semester 2, Vocabulary 2
Answer the questions including the vocabulary word in your response. Each response should be a paragraph in length. Use both of the frequently misused words at least once in the responses.
1.  blatant 

· (adj) – Immediately obvious, flagrant

· Helpful Hint: There is a slight difference between blatant and flagrant, which both carry a negative connotation. Something blatant is bad because it is so obvious (like blatant flirting, a blatant lie), while something flagrant is obvious in how bad it is (a flagrant rule violation, a flagrant foul)
· She complimented my baking in a blatant attempt to kiss up to me.
· How would you know if someone was blatantly lying to you?
2. cliché 
· (n) – An over-used word, phrase, expression or idea

· Helpful Hint: Cliché is a noun. The scene when the girl gets a makeover in a teen movie is a cliché. Clichéd is an adjective, and you use it to describe something. So you might read a clichéd story, but not a cliché story
· He loved this murder mystery because it avoided all of the normal, predictable clichés of the genre.
· Why do most teachers advise students to avoid clichés in their writing?
3. dogmatic
· (adj) – Arrogantly opinionated, unable to see the other side of an argument

· Helpful Hint: A dogma is a set of beliefs, and carries a neutral connotation, but describing someone as dogmatic is certainly an insult.
· The teacher’s classroom policies were dogmatic, including rules against black ink and slouching.
· What is an issue that many people react to dogmatically? Why do you think this issue is so contentious?
4. finesse 

· (n) – Delicate skill in action or performance

· An amateur pool player tries to win by smashing the ball as hard as he can, but a skilled player uses finesse.
· Describe a sport or career that involves finesse.
5. reprehensible
· (adj) – Incredibly bad, deserving of blame

· Booing at a wedding is reprehensible behavior.
· What reprehensible behaviors do you see at school? What should be done to eradicate that behavior?
Frequently misused words:

Affect and effect
· Verbs first. Affect means to influence; “Impatient investors affected our roll-out date.” Effect means to accomplish something; “The board effected a sweeping policy change.” How you use effect or affect can be tricky. For example, a board can affect changes by influencing them, or can effect changes by implementing them. Use effect if you’re making it happen, and affect if you’re having an impact on something someone else is trying to make happen.
· As for nouns, effect is almost always correct; “Once he was fired he was given 20 minutes to gather his personal effects.” Affect refers to emotional states so unless you’re a psychologist, you’re probably not using it.
