Semester 2, Vocabulary 9

Answer the questions including the vocabulary word in your response. Each response should be a paragraph in length. Use both of the frequently misused words at least once in the responses.
1.  maverick 

· (n) – Someone who takes an independent stand

· Helpful Hints: This word has a positive connotation. This word originally meant a cow or a horse that was not branded with an owner’s mark, which is why the image of the Dallas Mavericks, an NBA team, shows a horse. Because of this original meaning, the word quickly evolved to mean anyone who behaves as though he has no master, or does not have to follow anyone. 
· The maverick stood up at the candidate’s rally and openly spoke in favor of his competitor. 
· Why do you think the surf spot in Half Moon Bay, famous for its large waves, is called Mavericks?
 2. opulence
· (n) – 1 Luxury and wealth  2. Showy display of wealth

· Helpful Hint: As you can see from the second definition, this word does not carry the an entirely positive. In the novel, The Great Gatsby, Jay Gatsby’s over-the-top parties at his massive home were opulent affairs, meant to show off his incredible wealth. 
· The family’s opulence showed in the mansion they chose to purchase.
· If you won the lottery, would you live an opulent lifestyle? Why or why not?
3. paucity
· (n) – Shortage; Scarcity

· There is certainly no paucity of food on the table at Thanksgiving. 
· We are suffering from a paucity of water due to a drought. What are you doing to conserve? Remember, use the word paucity in your response.
4. robust 

· (adj) – 1 Sturdy and strong  2. Healthy

· The robust man easily lifted the 300-pound weight over his head.
· Do you think our economy is robust? Explain.
5. soporific
· (adj) – Causing sleep; Sleep-inducing

· The teacher’s long lecture had a soporific effect and I had to fight to keep my eyes open.
· If you’re a babysitter and the children are rambunctious, what can you do to have a soporific effect at bedtime? Medication is NOT an option in your answer.
Frequently Misused Words

Principle vs. principal

· A principle is a noun, a fundamental, a belief, or an idea.
· Principal means primary or of first importance; Principal can also refer to the most important item in a particular set; Principal can also refer to money, normally the original sum that was borrowed, but can be extended to refer to the amount you owe — hence principal and interest.
· Helpful Hint: If you’re referring to laws, rules, guidelines, ethics, etc., use principle. If you’re referring to the CEO or the president (or the individual in charge of the high school), use principal.
· “We’ve created a culture where we all share certain principles.” 
· “Our startup’s principal is located in NYC.” (Sometimes you’ll also see the plural, principals, used to refer to executives or (relatively) co-equals at the top of a particular food chain.)
· “Our principal account makes up 60% of our gross revenues.”
