Semester 2, Vocabulary 8
Answer the questions including the vocabulary word in your response.

1.  belie 

· (v) – 1. To show to be false; To contradict  2. To misrepresent

· Helpful Hint: To remember it, just think "be lying." 

· Snow White's decision to barge into the Seven Dwarfs' home without invitation belied her gentle nature.

· The freshly painted house belies its crumbling interior.
· Describe a character/person whose looks belie his or her personality.
 2. fitful
· (adj) – Intermittent; On and off; Not continuous

· I've made only fitful progress trying to lose weight, because I lose only a few pounds at a time, and they almost always come right back: my progress is fitful because it comes in "fits and starts."

· Why might you have a fitful night’s sleep? What would that look like?
3. languid
· (adj) – Having no energy or interest. Languid comes from the Latin verb, languere "to be weak or faint" and is a somewhat literary word for something that doesn't use much energy. 

· You can describe yourself as languid when you have that feeling of not being entirely awake — kind of lazy in the mind.

· My languid dog made no effort to fetch the ball I threw for him.
· How would you describe languid weekend?

4. penchant 

· (n) – A strong inclination or liking of something; a tendency

· Helpful Hint: This word nearly always gets followed by “for,” as in, “he has a penchant for strawberry ice cream” 
· I have a penchant for sleeping in late on the weekends because I do not like having to be up so early during the week. 
· What penchant for food do you have? What do you like about it?
5. undermine
· (v) – 1. To attempt to overthrow  2. To weaken

· Helpful Hint: This word comes from a medieval technique for attacking a castle. Armies would dig a mine under a castle wall to weaken or collapse it. 
· Accidentally undermine the foundation of a house by digging a tunnel to China beneath it and you might, or might not, be forgiven.
· How would you undermine a teacher/parent/or boss’s authority?

Frequently misused words

Precede and proceed
· Precede means to come before. 
· Proceed means to begin or continue. 
· Where it gets confusing is when an “ing” comes into play. “The proceeding announcement was brought to you by …” sounds fine, but preceding is correct since the announcement came before.
· If it helps, think precedence: anything that takes precedence is more important and therefore comes first.
