Semester 2, Vocabulary 7
Answer the questions including the vocabulary word in your response.

1.  cursory 

· (adj) – Hasty; Going over something quickly without paying attention to detail

· I got a low grade on my vocabulary quiz because of my cursory studying the night before; I only looked at my words one time. 
· Why do many people pay only cursory attention to fine details in contracts?
 2. flabbergasted
· (adj) – Overcome with surprise; Shocked; Astounded

· I was completely flabbergasted when my father told me he bought me a new car for my graduation present; I did not expect it at all! 
· What is something you have done that’s left your family or friends flabbergasted?
3. philistine
· (n) – A person who is indifferent to culture and the arts or has no understanding of such things

· While Lisa Simpson likes classical music and loves literature, her father Homer is a philistine who thinks poetry is stupid and loves beer commercials.
· Why is it an insult to call someone a philistine? What does this say about what we value as a culture?
4. suppress 

· (v) – 1. To stop or do away with by means of authority  2. To keep in or repress

· It was impossible to suppress my excitement when I won the lottery, so I immediately told everyone I know.
· When would it be appropriate suppress your laughter?

5. volatile
· (adj) – 1. Evaporates easily  2. Easily angered; Tending or threatening to break into violence

· Helpful Hint: The first definition points to the original scientific meaning – a chemical that cannot maintain its liquid state is volatile. Metaphorically, a person or a situation that is volatile is one that cannot remain calm and easily erupts. 
· There was a volatile crowd gathered outside the courthouse yelling and throwing trash at the murderer as he was brought in. 
· Do you think a volatile relationship can be successful? Why or why not?

Frequently misused words

Imply and infer

· The speaker or writer implies. 
· The listener or reader infers. 
· Imply means to suggest, while infer means to deduce (whether correctly or not). 
· So, I might imply you’re going to receive a raise. You might infer that a pay increase is imminent. 
