Semester 2, Vocabulary 6
Answer the questions including the vocabulary word in your response.

1.  ameliorate 

· (v) – To make better; To improve

· When two people are in a fight, discussing the issues can often ameliorate the situation.
· How would you ameliorate a battle between two four-year-olds over a single cherry lollipop?
 2. estrange
· (v) – To remove or keep at a distance; To alienate

· Helpful Hint: “Estranged” is the more common form of this word; “estranged siblings” are siblings who have no contact with each other. 
· The boy felt a mixture of excitement and nervousness when he met the uncle who had been estranged from the family for many years.
· What causes close friends or family members to become estranged?
3. derivative
· (adj) – Not original, secondary; Imitative of the work of another person; Something that is based on another source

· Although Shakespeare is considered one of the greatest writers of all time, much of his work is derivative; he borrowed widely from existing literature. 

· How is the meaning of the word derivative connected to its meaning in math?

4. inane 

· (adj) – 1. Silly 2. Empty; Void

· Sometimes, watching inane reality television shows can be a nice break from the stress of school and homework.
· What rule/law at home, school, or our society do find inane? Why?

5. succumb
· (v) – To yield to superior force, to consent reluctantly or be fatally overwhelmed

· The woman survived for a few days after the accident, but eventually succumbed to her injuries.
· What is the danger in succumbing to the demands of terrorists?
Frequently misused words:
Farther and further
· Farther involves a physical distance; “Florida is farther from New York than Tennessee.”
· Further involves a figurative distance; “We can take our business plan no further.” 
· So, as they say in the South, “I don’t trust you any farther than I can throw you.” Or, “I ain’t gonna trust you no further.” (Seriously, I’ve heard both of these sentences!)
