Semester 2, Vocabulary 5
Answer the questions including the vocabulary word in your response.

1.  bolster 

· (v) – to add to, support or uphold

· Your English teacher might ask you to bolster your assertions with concrete details and commentary.
· How can you bolster your chances of being accepted to a four-year university?
 2. drone
· (n) A remote control mechanism, as a radio-controlled airplane or boat (v) 1. to make a dull, continued, low, monotonous sound 2. to speak in a dull, monotonous manner (usually followed by “on”: “to drone on” about something)

· (n) The President has been criticized for his use of drones to launch attacks on enemy targets while the American operators stay at a safe distance. (v) I find it hard to keep listening when someone drones on about a topic I’m not interested in.
· Teenagers typically complain about droning adults. What do adults drone on about that teens find so annoying?
3. nefarious
· (adj) – Extremely wicked or villainous; Infamous

· Jack the Ripper is considered a nefarious killer because of the multiple gruesome murders he committed in London in the 1880s.
· Which nefarious character from a piece of literature or a movie do you find most interesting? Why?

4. exemplar 

· (n) – A perfect model or pattern to be copied or imitated

· Helpful Hint: You should recognize the synonym “epitome” from the last list.
· When writing a paper, it can be helpful to look at an exemplar: not to copy the ideas, but to see effective writing techniques and patterns of analysis.
· When do you find the use of an exemplar helpful? detrimental?

5. reticent
· (adj) – Tending to be silent or not to speak freely; Quiet; Reserved

· It can be difficult for more reticent students to participate in class discussions.
· Does the word reticent carry a negative or a positive connotation? How does our society view those who are reticent?
Frequently Misused Words:

Than, Then
· Than is a conjunction used in comparisons; then is an adverb denoting time. 

· That pizza is more than I can eat. Tom laughed, and then we recognized him.
· Hints: 

· Than is used to compare; both words have the letter a in them.

· Then tells when; both are spelled the same, except for the first letter.
