Semester 2, Vocabulary 4
Answer the questions including the vocabulary word in your response. Each response should be a paragraph in length. Use both of the frequently misused words at least once in the responses.

1.  adulation
· (n) – Excessive devotion to someone, treating someone like an idol
· Helpful hint: The Latin word adulatio means "flattery." It's made up of the roots ad ("to") and ulos ("tail"), and if you're thinking of a dog wagging its tail to and fro to get a treat from its owner, you're on the right track.
· Unlike most other young musicians, the band did not pay much attention to the adulation they were receiving from their fans, but focused on their music instead.
· In what way is adulation a dog-like human behavior?
2. enigma
· (n) – a puzzle, riddle, or mystery
· How the dog managed to eat the donuts out of the box on the countertop without leaving any evidence was an enigma.
· Electricity has always been an enigma to me. What subject or ideas have been enigmatic to you? Why?
3. obdurate
· (adj) – Stubbornly unwilling to change an opinion; unwilling to listen to reason
· If you want to major in English, but your parents are obdurate that you should go premed, they might go so far as to threaten not to pay your tuition.
· How would an obdurate four-year-old child behave if she does not want to listen to the babysitter’s directions to go to bed?

4. propaganda 

· (n) – Ideas and information spread to help sway the public’s opinion
· Helpful hint: The word propaganda is often used in a negative sense, especially for politicians who make false claims to get elected or spread rumors to get their way. In fact, any campaign that is used to persuade can be called propaganda.
· Leading up to the election, the news channel began spreading rumors and propaganda in the hopes of making people vote for their preferred candidate. 
· Describe a commercial or advertisement that would be considered a piece of propaganda.
5. versatility 
· (n) – The ability to do many things well
· The woman’s versatility in the workplace ensured that she was able to remain employed, even during times of furious layoffs.
· Why would a team (soccer, roller derby, dance, mock trial…) want to recruit a member with versatility? 
Frequently misused words:
Criteria and criterion

· Criterion (n, singular): A criterion is a standard for judging something. If you are holding a cupcake competition, your number one criterion might be the smoothness of frosting.
· “We made the decision based on one overriding criteria,” sounds pretty impressive but is wrong.

· Remember: one criterion, two or more criteria. Although you could always use reason or factors and not worry about getting it wrong.
