Semester 2, Vocabulary 12
Answer the questions including the vocabulary word in your response. Each response should be a paragraph in length. Use both of the frequently misused words at least once in the responses.
1.  foil 

· (v) – To prevent the success of; Frustrate (n) anything that serves by contrast to call attention to another thing's good qualities
· Her plan to go to the concert was foiled when she could not get the day off of work. 
· My brother's mediocre grades served as a foil to my sister’s intelligence.

· How can people foil  hackers’ attempts to steal their identities?
 2. mercurial
· (adj) – Rapidly changing; Flighty, erratic

· Helpful Hint: Mercury in a thermometer goes up and down with temperature. 
· Her mercurial nature made it difficult for her to keep her mood consistent. 
· How is Mercutio’s name (Romeo and Juliet) appropriate for his personality?
3. paramount
· (adj) – Chief in importance or impact; Supreme

· Helpful Hints: Paramount Pictures named their company that because they believe they are the best. 
· Getting your oil changed is important, but making sure your car's brakes are working before you drive down a steep, icy slope is absolutely paramount.

· What is paramount for you to do in order to earn B’s or higher in all your classes?
4. arduous 

· (adj) – Hard and difficult; Requiring great effort

· If you're an outdoorsman, hiking up a mountain is a lot of fun, but if you're a couch potato, it's an arduous trek.
· Why is it so arduous to get into college?
5. rousing
· (adj) – Exciting, stirring
· Cheerleaders and rock stars are in the business of creating rousing spectacles; they want their audiences to get up on their feet, clap their hands, and get on the bandwagon.
· I listen to ‘80s hits when I go running (or clean the house, or cook dinner, etc.) because I can sing along and keep moving with the beats. What kind of music do you find rousing?
Frequently Misused Words

You’re and your

· Once more with the contraction issues.

· You’re is the contraction for you are. 

· Your means you own it; the apostrophe in you’re doesn’t own anything. 

· For a long time a local nonprofit had a huge sign that said “You’re Community Place.”  Hmm. “You Are Community Place”?  Probably not.

