Semester 2, Vocabulary 11
Answer the questions including the vocabulary word in your response. Each response should be a paragraph in length. Use both of the frequently misused words at least once in the responses.

1.  atrophy 

· (n) – A decline or decrease in function from lack of use

· Because my surgery has left my arm immobile, the doctor is concerned about possible atrophy of the shoulder muscles.
· Do you think your brain atrophies over the summer?
 2. disarming
· (adj) Unthreatening; Charming enough to remove suspicion

· Helpful Hint: Something disarming would make you put away your weapons, or your arms, because you know there’s no reason to be worried or afraid. 
· The student flashed the teacher his disarming smile and she let him into the classroom without a late pass. 
· Describe a situation where a disarming gesture transforms a tense conversation with an angry neighbor.
3. emulate
· (v) – To imitate with enough effort to equal or surpass the original

· The twin sisters sometimes emulate one another’s behavior in order to pretend to be the other. 
· What role model do you want to emulate? Why?
4. mercenary 

· (adj) – Working or acting solely for money or a reward

· Helpful Hint: In history, a mercenary fighter followed the next paycheck, but in recent decades mercenary fighters pursue a good cause in areas where soldiers are in short supply. 

· The mercenary dentist had a greedy gleam in his eyes as he told the oblivious patient she had six cavities. 
· What are possible problems with mercenary business people?

5. querulous
· (adj) – Full of complaints; Complaining; Peevish

· Helpful Hint: This word is pretty close to meaning the same as “whining” 
· The students became querulous after the teacher gave out the 10-page research paper assignment. 
· How do you decide whether or not querulous reviews of products are credible?
Frequently Misused Words

It’s and its
· It’s is the contraction of it is. That means it’s doesn’t own anything. 
· If your dog is neutered (that way we make the dog, however much against his will, gender-neutral) you don’t say, “It’s collar is blue.” You say, “Its collar is blue.” 
· Here’s an easy test to apply: Whenever you use an apostrophe, un-contract the word to see how it sounds. In this case, turn it’s into it is. “It’s sunny,” becomes, “It is sunny.” Sounds good to me.
