Poetry Essay Scoring Guide


	
	Excellent (5)
	Good (4)
	Fair (3)
	Poor (2)
	Unacceptable (1)

	Thematic Discussion
	Articulates a theme of the poem that requires careful analysis and close reading to understand.
	Articulates a major theme of the poem using both surface and deeper details.
	Articulates a basic, surface-level idea of the poem. Theme may be clichéd.
	Misinterprets the major theme of the poem.
	Does not discuss the major theme of the poem.

	Presentation and Integration of Evidence
	Uses a variety of techniques to present evidence including paraphrase, summary, and quotation. The integration of evidence is fluid.
	Uses a variety of techniques to present evidence, including paraphrase, summary and quotation. The integration of the evidence is sometimes fluid, but awkward or jarring in some places.
	Only uses two techniques to present evidence. The integration of the evidence is sometimes fluid, but awkward or jarring in some places.
	Uses one or two techniques to present evidence. The integration of evidence is awkward or jarring.
	There is little to no evidence presented.

	Analysis of Theme (commentary)
	Elaborates in depth on the development of the author’s theme. Connects theme to multiple authorial choices (diction, figurative language, imagery, etc.). May consider more than one effect of a single stylistic device. 
	Discusses at least two of the author’s style choices to develop theme.
	Comments on 1-2 of the author’s stylistic choices Scores a three if:

· Discusses specific words and phrases related to the device, but not their effect/significance.

· Connection between the evidence and the theme is unclear or weak.


	Comments on at least one of the author’s stylistic decisions. Scores a two if:

· Commentary is repetitive or simply paraphrases evidence.

· Commentary is limited to a summary of text.

· Discussion of CD is superficial.

· Does not connect commentary to theme.

Analysis indicates misunderstanding of the poem.
	Does not offer analysis of author’s style or theme. Attempt at commentary indicates significant misunderstanding of the poem.

	Grammar and Mechanics
	Skillful use of language. Variety is sentence structure. Strategic use of organization and transitions to link all parts of the text. Essentially error free.
	Adequate and appropriate language. All parts of essay work together. Transitions help reader follow connections within and between paragraphs. Has minor errors.
	Adequate but inconsistent use of language. Essay logically organized. Uses simple transitions to introduce paragraphs and evidence. Contains errors but essay is still understandable.
	· Weak or overly general use of language. Lacks variety of sentence structure. Organization appears random. Errors continually cause confusion.
	Displays fundamental errors in language use. Demonstrates severe flaws in sentence structure. Missing key parts of an essay. No apparent logic. Errors interfere with meaning.


