Poetry Analysis Essay (100 points)
Prompt: 
Write a literary essay about your assigned poem, thoroughly discussing how the poet develops his or her theme.  Integrate words, phrases, and lines from the poem into your interpretation.  
The Details: 

Over the past several weeks, we’ve engaged in the close analysis of individual poems. This assignment asks you to do alone what we did as a group, to analyze and interpret a short poem. 
You should formulate a thesis whose claim you can demonstrate and elaborate throughout the paper. It should be a complex statement conveying your overall interpretation of the poem. In the essay, you need both to analyze what the poem means as a whole and describe how its particulars work. 

Tips for your essay:

· Although you should cite portions of the poem within your essay, huge chunks of poetry do not lend themselves to close analysis. Thus, it almost always works better to cite a stanza, or a few lines, at a time. If your citation covers less than four lines, you can cite it within your writing, always using slash marks to indicate line breaks. Here is an example: Heaney writes, “on a tether / Down a lane of alder” (4-5). Notice that line numbers always appear after the quotation, in parenthesis. If the citation has more than three lines, you must indent it,  

so that it looks something like this. 

The words indented in this way 

should look exactly like they do 

in the poem, as you must always let 

the reader know where the line 

breaks are.  

It is expected that you will closely analyze the words you cite. Thus, after a block quotation, like the one above, there should be several sentences setting out a reading of the lines you’ve cited, paying close attention to the individual words, images, line breaks, rhymes, and anything else you see in them.  

· It is your job to organize your reading of the poem: the poem cannot serve to organize your argument. Thus, you always need to introduce and contextualize the words of the poem that you cite. This is true even if you write about the poem in sequential order. You must forge the connections between the different parts of the poem that you analyze.  

· While it is possible to put your thesis at the end of the essay, usually it is easier and works better in a short essay to put the thesis in the opening paragraph. Whether it contains the thesis or not, the opening paragraph should serve to introduce your reading of the poem. It is not a good idea to engage in much close reading in the introductory paragraph: save that for the body of the essay.  

· The conclusion of your essay is not a place just to rephrase what you’ve already said. Use your conclusion to spell out the implications of your findings, to raise further questions, or to bring in a new interpretive angle to the poem. Don’t bore the reader by repeating yourself.  

· Ask me any and all questions you have. I’m happy to look at parts or all of your rough draft, if you give me enough time. 
