7 Steps to Close Reading of a Literary Passage






TOOLKIT # _______

Close reading is a strategy that involves studying a specific passage in fine detail, as if with a magnifying glass.  It is used to better understand how the style in which the text is written creates a particular effect and /or message (theme).   
Part A:  7 Steps to Close Reading
In the margins of the passage, record the answers to the following questions:

1. Context:  Look in the book to determine the context of the passage (ie. the setting, speaker and situation).  What is happening in the pages right before or after the passage?  Which characters are involved?  Who are they?  Where are they?     

2. Summary:  Write a 1-2 sentence summary of what is happening during the passage. Try to capture what happens both at the beginning and end of the passage (ie. the whole passage).

3. Definitions:  Look up any words you do not know and record their meanings next to the passage.

4. CONNOTATIONS: Choose two words with strong connotations that are connected to the stylistic devices you labeled.  For each word, record the associations that come to mind (people, places, objects, events, activities, etc.)

5. TOPICS:  Identify the topics covered in the passage.  Ideas …

Paternal relationships

Cruelty



Hope


Survival


Faith



Loss of faith


Despair


Taking action


Inaction 


Identity



Delusion

Memory

Fear



Transformation

7.
THEME:  Use the topics you identified to determine theme(s) or messages in the passage that are developed through Wiesel’s stylistic choices.  Hint:  Combine two or more of the topics to help you create an insightful theme.  Remember themes should be applied to people and situations outside of the book.  Example:   TOPICS – cruelty, transformation, identity    THEME:   Cruelty can often have a tremendous effect on identity, causing those affected by it to become cruel themselves.
PART B:  Writing

On a lined sheet of paper, write an interpretive response about this passage, thoroughly discussing how two STYLISTIC DEVICES contribute to an overall theme.  Include integrated quotations from the passage with context (ie the speaker, situation, setting if relevant).  In your commentary, point out specific words and phrases from your quotations and explain their significance.  Make sure to clearly state what message or theme Wiesel is trying to convey.
 STYLISTIC DEVICES – (a) Label the stylistic devices like the ones below that you see then in the margins (b) Circle, underline and box key words and phrases connected to these stylistic devices.  (c) Explain the purpose or effect of the stylistic device.





Repetition (repeating words, sounds, ideas)


Absolutes (use of words like never, always, only, every, just, none, must, all, etc.)


Contrasting language or opposites (example:  images  and words related to day and night)


Sensory language (language that appeals to our sense of smell, sound, sight, touch or taste)


Figurative language (similes, metaphors, personification, etc.)


Sentence length (short vs. very long sentences)


Sentence structure 


Punctuation –colons [ : ], dashes [ - ], ellipsis […], exclamation points [ ! ], question marks[? ], parenthesis (  ) and brackets [   ], quotation marks [“   “], commas and periods, etc.


Words related to specific imagery


Allusion











