“Little Brother” Reading comprehension and discussion questions:

1. What does Mr. Kirn mean when he says that the invasion of privacy has been “democratized”?

2. How are today’s communication technologies and communicators different from those Orwell imagined in 1984?

3. Do you agree or disagree with Mr. Kirn that the actions of Tyler Clementi’s roommate are “more disturbing” than those of Orwell’s Big Brother?

4. In what way, according to Mr. Kirn, can the actions of “Little Brother” benefit society?

5. How has today’s technology blurred the lines between what’s public and what’s private?

6. What does Mr. Kirn mean when he says modern technology contributes to the fragmentation of society?

7. Would Mr. Kirn argue that we are headed to a world like 1984?

