Lord of the Flies Reading Questions: Chapter One

Authors use many different narrative strategies to build their stories and convey their messages. Choose THREE of the next four questions so that you can better understand how Golding uses them.  (In other words, you can skip one question).

1.  Setting: The combination of place and time that provides the background for the

characters and plot of a literary work is the setting.

a. Describe the overall setting of chapter one.

b. What is the “scar”? What associations do you have with that word? Why do you think Golding chooses it?

c. Compare the forest to the beach. How are they described in terms of light and

dark? How do these descriptions influence the way you feel about each setting?

2. Symbolism: A symbol is something that stands for something or suggests something

larger and more complex (often an idea or a feeling) than itself.

a. Setting can be symbolic. What does the shape of the island symbolize?

b. Based on the work you already did with the scar, what do you think it represents about the relationship with humans and the natural world?

c. Consider the title of the chapter. What do you think the conch symbolizes and

why?

d. If Ralph has the conch, what does Jack have? What does it symbolize?

3. Characterization: The term characterization refers to the various ways that an author

describes and develops a character in a literary work. 

a. How do Ralph and Piggy each respond to the idea of having no adults? What

does it tell you about them?

b. Neither Ralph nor Piggy could have retrieved and used the conch alone. What

does each boy do or say to help with the conch? What does this tell you about

them?

c. How do Ralph and Jack each treat Piggy? What does this tell you about them?

d. Why is Ralph elected chief? How does he try to make Jack feel better about not

being chosen as chief? What does this tell you about Ralph?

e. On the expedition, why doesn’t Jack kill the pig? What does it tell you about

him?

4. Imagery

a. Look at how Jack is introduced on page 19 and 20. What can you tell about Jack from the way he comes down the beach?

b. What colors are used to describe Jack and his clothes? What do they

foreshadow (or suggest) about Jack or his future role in the story?

c. In this class, we have talked about three key forms of figurative language. They are personification, simile, and metaphor. Re-read the description of the breezes on page 15 and identify which one Golding used.

Everyone MUST answer the last question.

5. Plot: Plot is what happens in a story. List three key events that occur in this chapter.

Chapters Two and Three

1. Plot and message: Author’s use characters, plot, setting, imagery, and just about every other tool in their arsenal to convey messages to their reader.

a. For each chapter, what is the one of the most important thing that happens?

b. Looking back at each thing you wrote above, what message is Golding trying to convey about humanity or human nature.

Examples: 

a. In chapter one, one of the most important things is that Ralph is

chosen as the chief. 

b. Golding’s message is that people tend to choose leaders because they have the external trappings of leadership, such as a conch or bell with which to call an assembly.
a. In chapter one, Jack doesn’t kill the pig. 

b.  Golding’s message is that though most humans want to seem tough enough to kill, we still understand the seriousness of what it means to take a life.

2. Conflict: A confrontation or struggle between opposing character or forces in the plot is a conflict. External conflict generally involves a clash between a character and nature or a character clashing with either another character or the larger society. Internal conflicts are psychological and involve the inner turmoil and conflicts within a single character.

a. Identify and explain an instance of a character conflicting with nature.

b. Identify and explain an instance of a character conflicting with either another character or the larger society.

c. Identify and explain an inner conflict in the chapter.

3. Characterization

a. Compare Piggy’s place within the larger society of boys on the island. How is it similar or different to how he fit in with the larger society back in England? What does this tell you about him?

b. In what ways is Piggy the voice of reason on the island? Give examples. Why is it hard for the boys to listen to him?

c. How do Jack and Ralph’s relationship grow while building the fire? Then how does conflict develop between them in chapter three?

d. How does Jack’s appearance change when he’s hunting or talking about hunting? What does that tell you about him?

e. How is Simon different from both Ralph and Jack?

4. Allusion: Author’s sometimes refer to well-known historical events, people, or literature. When talking about the island, the boys mention three books that would have been well known to the initial readers of Lord of the Flies; Treasure Island (about a boy who joins a band of pirates to find a treasure), Swallows and Amazons (a book about a family having outdoor adventures), and Coral Island (a lighthearted adventure book about boys who survive a shipwreck, fight pirates, etc). What do these allusions tell you about what the boys are expecting from their stay on the island?

5. Syntax: Syntax is the way words and punctuation are put together to make a sentence.

Asyndeton is a lack of conjunctions between coordinate phrases, clauses, or words. Anaphora is the repetition of a word or phrase at the beginning of several successive phrases, clauses, or lines.

a. Golding uses both asyndeton on anaphora in the sentence, “We saw no houses, no smoke, no footprints, no boats, no people.” What is the effect of each of those strategies on the feeling of the sentence?

b. On pages 36-37, Golding repeats “There isn’t a beastie” five times. Why do you think he does that?

6. Theme: Before we can identify themes in the novel, we must identify topics.

a. Fear is an important topic in the novel. What does the little boy with the mulberry colored birthmark come forward to speak about on page 35?

b. Symbolically, how does what the boy says relate to fear? What does the phrase, “The small boy twisted further into himself” tell you about how the boy is feeling? How does it relate to the topic of the conversation?

c. What conflict is emerging between Ralph and Jack in chapter 3? How does this relate to what’s happening to the people off of the island?  What might Golding’s message be about human behavior?

Chapter Four
1. Symbolism

a. When Jack sees roger after the incident with Henry, Roger is described as “A darker shadow crept beneath the swarthiness of his skin” (57).  What does this symbolize about Roger?  (Hint:  What does darkness usually symbolize in stories?)

b. Describe how Jack changes when his face is painted.  What does it symbolize?  (Hint:  think about the reasons why people disguise their faces or wear masks.)

c. Piggy is described as wearing “the remainders of a pair of short pants, his fat body was golden brown, and the glasses still flashed when he looked at anything.  He was the only boy whose hair never seemed to grow.  The rest were shock-headed, but Piggy’s hair still lay in wisps over his head as though baldness were his natural state and this imperfect covering would soon go, like the velvet on a young stag’s antlers” (59).  What does this tell you about Piggy?  What might he represent?

d. After Jack kills the pig, what does he do?  What might it represent?  Why do you think it represents this?

e. Why is the fire so important?  What does it represent?  Why do you think it represents this?

2. Conflict:

a. Describe the incident between Roger and Maurice and Henry and Percival.  Why do you think Roger is not able to hit Henry with the stones?

b. What does Ralph see that causes so much excitement?  Contrast Ralph and Jack’s reactions to missing their first chance of rescue.

c. What does Jack do to Piggy that makes the conflict between Ralph and Jack worse?  How have Jacks feeling about Piggy intensified?

d. How does Ralph feel at the feast?  What does he decide to do?
3. Plot and message: Author’s use characters, plot, setting, imagery, and just about every other tool in their arsenal to convey messages to their reader.

a. What is one important thing that happens in this chapter?

b. Looking back at each thing you wrote above, what message is Golding trying to convey about humanity or human nature?
Chapters Five-Six

1. Plot and message: Author’s use characters, plot, setting, imagery, and just about every other tool in their arsenal to convey messages to their reader.

a. What is one important thing that happens in each chapter?

b. Looking back at each thing you wrote above, what message is Golding trying to convey about humanity or human nature?
2. Motif: A unifying element in a work, especially any recurrent image or subject is a motif.  Often motif’s can be clues about themes or topics of importance.  One motif that Golding uses throughout the novel is appearance (illusion) versus reality.  Find an example of this motif.

3. Irony: Irony is often used to highlight important elements in a story.  Look at your glossary of terms in order to understand verbal irony, situational irony, and dramatic irony.  

a. What kind of irony is it that when an adult finally arrives on the island, he is dead, and thus unable to rescue them?

b. What kind of irony is it that we as readers know that Sam and Eric saw the corpse of the parachutist, while they think it’s the beast?

4. Characterization

a. How has Ralph changed since arriving on the island?  He calls an assembly in both chapter 5 and 6.  Each time, what does he want to talk about?  What does Jack say?

b. What dangerous idea does Simon come up with?  What does he think the beastie is?  What does this tell you about Simon?

c. What is the final straw in Jack and Ralph’s relationship?

d. Why doesn’t Ralph want to blow the conch?  What does this tell you about their society on the island?

e. Explain this quotation; “A strange thing happened in Ralph’s head.  Something flittered there in front of his mind like a bat’s wing, obscuring his idea.” (107-108)

5. Symbolism and allegory: answer either a or b.

a. In the final conversation of chapter 5, Ralph says that they need to “keep the fire going” (92).  What does the fire represent here?  Explain

b. If the novel is intended to be read on a symbolic level, conveying a message about human nature, what might the beast represent?  Explain.

6. Foreshadowing

Based on the word “mutinously” (108) what do you think is likely to happen next?

7. Theme

a. The meeting at the start of chapter 5 is different from the earlier meetings.  How so?  What do they talk about this time that they haven’t talked about before?

b. Explain this quotation; “Simon became inarticulate in his effort to express mankind’s essential illness” (89).  What is “mankind’s essential illness”?  Why does Simon want to explain it to the others?

