Lord of the Flies Chapter 9 Reading Questions

1. Foreshadowing

a. How does the title of Chapter 9 foreshadow what happens in the chapter?  (Hint:  What happens to Simon?)

b. How does the Lord of the Flies in Chapter 8 also foreshadow this event?

c. Reread the part when the boys are dancing on the beach.  Find a statement that foreshadows that there will be trouble and explain it.

2. Allegory

a. In an allegory, there are usually two levels to the story.  A surface or literal level, and a deeper moral, political, philosophical, or religious meaning.  Consider the book as a religious allegory. In what way(s) might someone argue that Simon is a Christ-like figure?

3. Symbolism

a. Describe the setting as Simon reaches the beach.  What might the weather symbolize?

b. What happens to Simon on the beach?  What do you think this event symbolizes?

c. What happens to the parachutist?  What do you think this event symbolizes?

4. Irony

a. In Chapter 8, Simon has a vision in which the beast says, “There isn’t anyone to help you.  Only me.  And I’m the beast.”  In the end, how could identifying the beast have helped Simon and the boys?  What is ironic about what Simon is trying to do when he arrives at the beach where the boys are dancing?

5. Foil.  Earlier when we looked at foil, we talked about the fact that Simon seems to know right from wrong without an outside force telling him the difference, and we thought he might be a foil for Jack , who tends to behave badly pretty early in the book.  However, we now see that there’s another character who is even less morally inhibited that Jack.  Who is it?  Was there any sign earlier in the book that the only reason he was previously behaved was because the adults enforced good behavior?  (Hint: look back at pp. 60-62).

6. Plot and message: Author’s use characters, plot, setting, imagery, and just about every other tool in their arsenal to convey messages to their reader.

a. What is one important event that happens in this chapter?

b. Looking back at that event, what message(s) is Golding trying to convey about humanity or human nature?

Chapter 10-11 Reading Questions

1. Characterization

a. In Chapter 11, contrast Jack and Ralph’s attitudes toward their appearance.

b. When the boys go to retrieve Piggy’s glasses, Piggy is holding the conch.  What does this tell you about him?

c. Who is responsible for launching the rock that falls on Piggy?  What clues are there earlier in Chapter 11 that he might do this?

2. Symbolism

a. During the raid in Chapter 10, what is stolen?  What does this tell you about how things are changing on the island in terms of what the boys value?  (Hint: What does the conch symbolize?)

b. When they go to get the glasses back, Sam says that Jack will be painted.  What does this imply?

c. What happens to the conch in Chapter 11?  What does this event symbolize? 

d. Why is it significant that Piggy and the conch share the same fate?  (Hint: In what way are they similar?)

3. Close Reading

a. “Jack had backed right against the tribe and they were a solid mass of menacing that bristled with spears” (180).  Choose two words that stand out to you in this sentence because of their meaning or feeling.  Explain how each word adds to the meaning or feeling of the sentence.

4. Theme

a. Ralph suggests that the boys bathe (172) and is reminded that they already bathe everyday.  Why does he think they should bathe?  What does he realize about their appearance in the end?  

b. What message might Golding be trying to convey about the connection between the external trappings of civilization (such as cleanliness and appearance) and the way that humans behave? 
5. Plot and message: Author’s use characters, plot, setting, imagery, and just about every other tool in their arsenal to convey messages to their reader.

a. What is one important event that happens in this chapter?

b. Looking back at that event, what message(s) is Golding trying to convey about humanity or human nature?

Chapter 12 Reading Questions

1. Characterization

a. “But really thought Ralph, this was not Bill.  This was a savage whose image refused to blend with that ancient picture of a boy in shorts and shirt” (183).  Throughout this chapter, many of the characters are not called by name.  They are not even called hunters.  What does Golding call them?  What does this tell you about how they have changed since the beginning of the book?

b. When Ralph sneaks up to talk to Samneric, he observes, “you two aren’t painted” (188).  What does this tell you about their level of engagement in Jack’s tribe?

c. Samneric tell Ralph that “Roger sharpened a stick at both ends” (190).  When thinking about it, “Ralph tried to attach a meaning to this but could not” (190).  Can you?  What does it tell you about Roger and his intentions?  Who are Samneric most intimidated by?

d. Ralph “wondered if a pig would agree” (197) when he decides to hide.  What does the fact that he compares himself to a pig tell you about how he sees himself and how the others see him?

e. What does it tell you about Percival that he can’t remember his name at the end?

f. Ralph weeps at the end of the book?  Why?  What has he learned through the experience on the island?

2. Figurative Language

a. “The skull gleamed as white as ever the conch had done” (185).  Why might Golding compare the skull to the conch?  By pointing out that the skull is now the thing that’s gleaming, what is he suggesting?

3. Symbolism

a. The tribe attempts to get Ralph by rolling several large rocks on him.  This isn’t the first time rocks have played a role in this book.  They’ve played the same basic role from the moment they appeared in their smallest form as sand (60), to Piggy’s death in Chapter 11, to their role here.  How are they used by the boys?  What do you think they symbolize?

b. If the island is a microcosm (or miniature version of the world) then what aspect of society might each of these boys represent: Ralph, Piggy, Jack, Roger, Simon, Piggy?

4. Allusion

a. The officer says, “Jolly good show. Like Coral Island.” What does this suggest the officer thinks their time on the island has been like? 

b. It’s after the officer says this that Ralph begins to cry. What does Ralph seem to know about humanity that the officer doesn’t yet understand?

5. Irony

a. Throughout most of the book, Ralph wants the boys to keep the fire burning because it might signal a ship to rescue them.  At the end of the book, how does the commander know that anyone is on the island (201)?  What is ironic about the fact that this particular event results in the arrival of adults to rescue them?

b. Why is it ironic that the person who rescues them is in the military?  How is this irony highlighted by the final line of the book?  What does this suggest about the similarities between the society that the boys have created on the island and the one that adults have created in the larger world?  What then, might Golding be saying about humanity in general?

