Chapter 7 reading questions

1. Foreshadowing:  What prediction does Simon give Ralph about survival?  What mood does this prediction create?

2. Characterization:

a. What is Ralph thinking as he walks behind Jack?  What does this tell you about him?

b. Why does Ralph allow Jack to lead? 

c. When they find the pig, who seems the most excited?  Why is this ironic?

d. Describe the reenactment with Robert.  What do they chant?  How does the chant effect them?  How do you feel when Jack suggests that they “use a littleun” (115) when Robert says they need a real pig?  Why do you feel this way?

e. Who volunteers to go back to the beach alone?  What does it tell you about him that he volunteers?

f. How do Jack, Ralph, and Roger react when they get to the top of the mountain?  

g. How does Golding show the reader that Ralph is still civilized in this chapter?

3. Syntax:

a. Re-read the compound sentence starting. “On the other side...” (111).  What kind of compound sentence did Golding use?  Why would you or wouldn’t you have chosen to use this method of writing a compound sentence in this case?  

b. Aside from being a compound sentence, the sentence at the top of page 111 is also interesting for other reasons.  What repetition do you notice?  Why do you think he used it?  How did he end the sentence?  Why?

c. Re-read the paragraph starting, “Once, following his father from Chatham...” (112).  What pronoun is used as the subject in the many of the sentences (especially the second half of the paragraph)?  Why do you think Golding did this?

4. Symbolism:  Re-read pages 112, 116.  What do you think Ralph’s daydreams symbolize and why?
5. Plot and message: Author’s use characters, plot, setting, imagery, and just about every other tool in their arsenal to convey messages to their reader.

a. What is one important event that happens in this chapter?

b. Looking back at that event, what message(s) is Golding trying to convey about humanity or human nature?

Chapter 8 Reading Questions

1. Conflict

a. Describe how the meeting ends.

b. How has the physical description of Jack and his tribe changed?

c. What Is Jack’s plan after declaring himself “chief”?  What is the plan regarding the beast?

2. Characterization

a. How does moving the fire to the beach make the boys feel?

b. How has Piggy’s participation in Jack’s group changed?  What does this tell you about him?

3. Symbolism

a. When Jack and the other savages surprise Ralph and Piggy during the night, Ralph runs to the fire while Piggy runs to the conch.  Explain the symbolism of this.  What does Jack take?  What does that symbolize?

b. Consider the title of the chapter.  What do you think it represents?

c. “Lord of the Flies” is an English translation of the name of Beelzebub (a common name for the chief demon or Satan).  How does this add to your understanding of the sow’s head?  What is the connection between the sow’s head and the beast?

d. Re-read the paragraph beginning, “Fancy thinking….” (143).  What does Simon seem to understand about the beast that no one else understands?

e. Why do you think the Lord of the Flies threatens Simon at the end of the chapter?

4. Foil

a. Simon is the only character who has his own sense of morality.  Unlike the other boys he knows what is right and wrong, without the rules from adult society.  Which character is most different from him and why?  This is the character that he is a foil for.

5. Theme: Pick two of these three questions to answer.

a. Re-read the hunt scene (135-136).  Why do you think it was described so graphically?  What might Golding be saying about human nature?  

b. Consider the placing of the sow’s head near the forest meadow filled with butterflies and flowers.  What might Golding be saying about humans and their relationship with nature?

c. Recall what Simon knows about the beast that none of the other boys know.  What might Golding be saying about human nature?  

