Chapter Four
1. Symbolism

a. When Jack sees Roger after the incident with Henry, Golding writes, “A darker shadow crept beneath the swarthiness of [Roger’s] skin” (57).  What does this symbolize about Roger?  (Hint:  What does darkness usually symbolize in stories?)

b. Describe how Jack changes when his face is painted.  What does it symbolize?  (Hint:  think about the reasons why people disguise their faces or wear masks.)

c. Piggy is described as wearing “the remainders of a pair of short pants, his fat body was golden brown, and the glasses still flashed when he looked at anything.  He was the only boy whose hair never seemed to grow.  The rest were shock-headed, but Piggy’s hair still lay in wisps over his head as though baldness were his natural state and this imperfect covering would soon go, like the velvet on a young stag’s antlers” (59).  What does this tell you about Piggy?  What might he represent?

d. After Jack kills the pig, what does he do?  What might it represent?  Why?

e. Why is the fire so important?  What does it represent?  Why do you think so?

2. Conflict:

a. Describe the incident with Roger, Maurice, Henry and Percival.  Why do you think Roger is not able to hit Henry with the stones?

b. What does Ralph see that causes so much excitement?  Contrast Ralph and Jack’s reactions to missing their first chance of rescue.

c. What does Jack do to Piggy that makes the conflict between Ralph and Jack worse?  How have Jack’s feeling about Piggy intensified?

d. How does Ralph feel at the feast?  What does he decide to do?
3. Plot and message: Authors use characters, plot, setting, imagery, and just about every other tool in their arsenal to convey messages to their reader.

a. What is one important thing that happens in this chapter?

b. Looking back at each thing you wrote above, what message is Golding trying to convey about humanity or human nature?
Chapters Five-Six

1. Plot and message: Author’s use characters, plot, setting, imagery, and just about every other tool in their arsenal to convey messages to their reader.

a. What is one important thing that happens in each chapter?

b. Looking back at each thing you wrote above, what message is Golding trying to convey about humanity or human nature?
2. Irony: Irony is often used to highlight important elements in a story.  Look in the dictionary or online to understand verbal irony, situational irony, and dramatic irony.  

a. What kind of irony is it that when an adult finally arrives on the island, he is dead, and thus unable to rescue them?

b. What kind of irony is it that we as readers know that Sam and Eric saw the corpse of the parachutist, while they think it’s the beast?

3. Characterization

a. How has Ralph changed since arriving on the island?  He calls an assembly in both chapter 5 and 6.  Each time, what does he want to talk about?  What does Jack say?

b. What dangerous idea does Simon come up with?  What does he think the beastie is?  What does this tell you about Simon?

c. What is the final straw in Jack and Ralph’s relationship?

d. Why doesn’t Ralph want to blow the conch?  What does this tell you about their society on the island?

e. Explain this quotation: “A strange thing happened in Ralph’s head.  Something flittered there in front of his mind like a bat’s wing, obscuring his idea.” (107-108)

4. Symbolism and allegory: answer either a or b.

a. In the final conversation of chapter 5, Ralph says that they need to “keep the fire going” (92).  What does the fire represent here?  Explain

b. If the novel is intended to be read on a symbolic level, conveying a message about human nature, what might the beast represent?  Explain.

5. Foreshadowing

Based on the word “mutinously” (108) what do you think is likely to happen next?

6. Theme

a. The meeting at the start of chapter 5 is different from the earlier meetings.  How so?  What do they talk about this time that they haven’t talked about before?

b. Explain this quotation; “Simon became inarticulate in his effort to express mankind’s essential illness” (89).  What is “mankind’s essential illness”?  Why does Simon want to explain it to the others?

