Lord of the Flies

Chapters Two and Three

1. Plot and message: Author’s use characters, plot, setting, imagery, and just about every other tool in their arsenal to convey messages to their reader.

a. For each chapter, what is the one of the most important thing that happens?

b. Looking back at each thing you wrote above, what message is Golding trying to convey about humanity or human nature.

Examples: 

a. In chapter one, one of the most important things is that Ralph is

chosen as the chief. 

b. Golding’s message is that people tend to choose leaders because they have the external trappings of leadership, such as a conch or bell with which to call an assembly.
a. In chapter one, Jack doesn’t kill the pig. 

b.  Golding’s message is that though most humans want to seem tough enough to kill, we still understand the seriousness of what it means to take a life.

2. Conflict: A confrontation or struggle between opposing character or forces in the plot is a conflict. External conflict generally involves a clash between a character and nature or a character clashing with either another character or the larger society. Internal conflicts are psychological and involve the inner turmoil and conflicts within a single character.

a. Identify and explain an instance of a character conflicting with nature.

b. Identify and explain an instance of a character conflicting with either another character or the larger society.

c. Identify and explain an inner conflict in the chapter.

3. Characterization

a. Compare Piggy’s place within the larger society of boys on the island. How is it similar or different to how he fit in with the larger society back in England? What does this tell you about him?

b. In what ways is Piggy the voice of reason on the island? Give examples. Why is it hard for the boys to listen to him?

c. How does Jack and Ralph’s relationship grow while building the fire? Then how does conflict develop between them in chapter three?

d. How does Jack’s appearance change when he’s hunting or talking about hunting? What does that tell you about him?

e. How is Simon different from both Ralph and Jack?

4. Allusion: Author’s sometimes refer to well-known historical events, people, or literature. When talking about the island, the boys mention three books that would have been well known to the initial readers of Lord of the Flies; Treasure Island (about a boy who joins a band of pirates to find a treasure), Swallows and Amazons (a book about a family having outdoor adventures), and Coral Island (a lighthearted adventure book about boys who survive a shipwreck, fight pirates, etc). What do these allusions tell you about what the boys are expecting from their stay on the island?

5. Syntax: Syntax is the way words and punctuation are put together to make a sentence.

Asyndeton is a lack of conjunctions between coordinate phrases, clauses, or words. Anaphora is the repetition of a word or phrase at the beginning of several successive phrases, clauses, or lines.

a. Golding uses both asyndeton on anaphora in the sentence, “We saw no houses, no smoke, no footprints, no boats, no people.” What is the effect of each of those strategies on the feeling of the sentence?

b. On pages 36-37, Golding repeats “There isn’t a beastie” five times. Why do you think he does that?

6. Theme: Before we can identify themes in the novel, we must identify topics.

a. Fear is an important topic in the novel. What does the little boy with the mulberry colored birthmark come forward to speak about on page 35? How does this relate to fear?

b. What does the phrase, “The small boy twisted further into himself” tell you about how the boy is feeling? How does it relate to the topic of the conversation?

c. What conflict is emerging between Ralph and Jack in chapter 3? How does this relate to what’s happening to the people off of the island?  What might Golding’s message be about human behavior?

