Course Syllabus for Intensive English 2





               Toolkit # _______
School Year: 2014-15

Teacher: Ms. Rogers

Contact:  Room H-13, jrogers@sccs.net
Website: intensiveenglish2.weebly.com 
DESCRIPTION: Intensive English 2 is a one-year college preparatory English class that builds upon the reading, writing, speaking, listening, and research skills introduced in English 1.  This course continues the critical analysis of literature and expository texts through written and oral response. Emphasis is placed on analytical and persuasive argument writing. Correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling usage are emphasized through the examination of model texts. Academic vocabulary will be developed through regular lists and words from the reading. The course curriculum and assessments are based primarily on the National Common Core Standards.  Additional attention in this course is given to preparing students for the California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE) taken for the first time in the 10th grade and which must be passed to earn a high school diploma. The dates for this exam are set by the state and typically take the entire school day.

Tuesday, February 3, 2015 (English)

Wednesday, February 4, 2015 (Math)

OBJECTIVES:  The class emphasizes that students take an active role in their learning, discovering and taking responsibility for their own learning processes.  My goals are:

· to help students find and explain (through discussion and writing) what is of value in fiction and non-fiction. 
· to help students appreciate the nature of literature in an artistic sense and in its historical context.
· to improve students’ critical and creative writing skills, sharpening their abilities to understand, interpret, explain, evaluate, and argue.
· to study vocabulary in the context of the literature and with college level word lists; to help students advance in vocabulary skills to cope with unfamiliar language.
· to develop students’ ability to write papers:  organizing papers to best suit their purpose; supporting ideas with apt detail integrated into writing; establishing voice and tone throughout the piece; and, practicing standard conventions of written English.
· to study grammar as a means of constructing and deconstructing meaning.
UNITS OF STUDY: Each unit will also include non-fiction materials to help prepare students for college reading and writing.

First Semester:

· Expository Reading with a focus on Immigration and Unaccompanied Minors: Students will learn strategies for reading expository text, write summaries which identify the author’s purpose and analyze how the author’s choice of language and organization contributes to the central idea of the text.
· Lord of the Flies by William Golding: Students will analyze how stylistic devices including diction, connotative and contrasting language, symbols and motifs, figurative language, and imagery contribute to theme as they learn the structure of an interpretive / response to literature essay.  
· Night by Elie Wiesel: Students learn strategies for close reading as they study specific passages from the text, review paragraphing skills and write an interpretive / response to literature essay analyzing how the stylistic devices used by the author contributes to a major theme.

· Poetry Study:  Students will continue developing their understanding of how literary devices contribute to theme as they analyze poetry and write poems of their own.  
Second Semester:

· The Art of Persuasion: Students will be introduced to ethos, pathos and logos as well as common fallacies.  Students will examine how these persuasive strategies are used in historically significant speeches.  
· 1984 by George Orwell: Students will continue developing their expository reading skills as they research and present information relevant to the novel and our current world. Students will then apply the persuasive strategies they’ve learned in order to debate and to write an argument.
· Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger - Students will develop research and formal presentation skills.  While reading, students examine character development and theme.  Students combine their knowledge of the book and research done through expository reading in order to create a persuasive presentation.
· Othello by William Shakespeare: Students will round out their yearlong study of theme and build on their public speaking skills by analyzing and performing a scene from the play.
INDEPENDENT READING:  In addition to the reading in the Units of Study described above, students are expected to read a minimum of one independent reading book every six weeks. Students will be guided in choosing books that are appropriate to their reading level.  Time will be allotted in class for reading and small group work, but a considerable amount of at-home time will be needed for reading.  

REQUIRED MATERIALS TO BE BROUGHT TO CLASS EACH CLASS MEETING:

· A blue or black pen, pencil, eraser and highlighter

· A 3-ring binder (at least 1 ½” wide or wider) with plenty of lined paper and 5 dividers
· Texts, including independent reading

· Academic Planner/Calendar

· Post-It/sticky notes

EVALUATION:  Points will be given for each assignment. All major assignments are graded according to rubrics, with which students will become familiar.  Grades will reflect abilities and effort in the following categories:
40%
Writing:  final essays, final written responses to expository texts

30%
Assessments: tests and quizzes, independent reading projects, major presentations, etc.
15%
Class Preparation/Practice Work/Review (CPR): typical homework assignments 

15%
In-Class Work: journals, notes, group work, independent reading, exit slips, etc.
Progress reports are not averaged. Semester grades result from a cumulative total of points that will continue rolling from the first grading period to the third. Students are encouraged to monitor their grades on Infinite Campus, which I will regularly update. 

Please note that in order to graduate from Harbor High, all students must pass four years of English. Further, to be eligible for a four-year college or university, students must earn a minimum of a C for each semester. 

HOMEWORK: Homework is written on the board and on the course website. Students are responsible for writing down their assignments and knowing what is expected of them. Students can expect nightly homework that should take about 45 minutes to complete. Even though students might not have anything to turn in the next class period, they still have homework. Examples homework students need to be completing on a nightly basis to be successful in the class include: 

· Reading required texts and independent reading books 

· Studying vocabulary 

· Organizing class binder

· Revising drafts for major writing assignments

· Working on projects related to independent reading.

ASSIGNMENTS: All assignments are to be written neatly but preferably typed on one side of the paper only.  Work should look professional (ie. not torn, crumpled, folded, have drawings on them).  Always label with your last name, first, the date and period.
LATE WORK: Homework turned in late will earn no higher than a 6 out of 10.  All major essays and projects turned in after the assignment has been collected will be marked down a letter grade. Work turned in late due to excused absences and extenuating circumstances will not be penalized.  Students are encouraged to ask for an extension ahead of time if there are conflicts are concerns.

WHEN STUDENTS ARE ABSENT…
· Try to find out about missed work and arrange for handouts to be picked up.  Students can also check the web page.

· It is the student’s responsibility to talk to me during break or after school about the work missed.

PLAGIARISM/CHEATING:  All work should demonstrate students’ original ideas.  Assignments that are copied from another student, the Internet or any other source receive a failing grade without the ability to make them up. Students who assist others in academic dishonesty will also receive an F on their work.  
NEED HELP?
If you are even slightly confused, overwhelmed or slipping behind, please talk to me.  If you are willing to work, I am willing to help you.  We are a team!   I am available daily during break, after school (4th period), and by appointment.
