Toolkit #_______

Writing Your Attention-Getter

1.
When writing about a piece of literature, a trick to creating a great attention getter is to identify the topics your thesis deals with.   Look at your thesis and underline the major topics it deals with.  

Sample:  responsibility, vulnerability, identity, new beginnings, loss, suffering, etc.

2.
Now think about how the message you are writing about and how these topics connect to the world, society and you individually.  Here are some ideas.

Attention Getter ideas

· Apply the theme to your own experiences.  Describe a time in your life or the life of someone you know that shows this theme.

· Apply the theme to the world.  Describe a current or historical situation that shows this theme.  
· Describe what the world would be like or will become like if we don’t value the message / theme you are writing about.   

· Describe the individual consequences to those who don’t learn the value of the message you are describing.

· Criticize society, the media, our government, education, etc. for ignoring or valuing the message / theme you are writing about.

· Apply how the motif you are writing about has a similar meaning to you and/or  most people.

Sample:  I still remember my first car.  It was a complete jalopy – an old post office truck with the driver’s wheel on the right side.  I had to use a wrench to shift gears and there was no back seat.  But it ran and the freedom it gave me made me love it especially when I left home to go to college in it.  In The Bean Trees by Barbara Kingsolver, the main character, Taylor, also gains freedom with her first car because it is what allows her to leave her hometown of Pittman County and start a new life for herself.  This story is about … (no more than 1-2 sentences).   

