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Night by Elie Wiesel

Passage from pg 25 – 26


"Jews, listen to me," she cried. "I see a fire! I see flames, huge flames!"


It was as though she were possessed by some evil spirit.


We tried to reason with her, more to calm ourselves, to catch our breath, than to soothe her:


"She is hallucinating because she is thirsty, poor woman ... That's why she speaks of flames devouring her ... "


But it was all in vain. Our terror could no longer be contained.  Our nerves had reached a breaking point. Our very skin was aching. It was as though madness had infected all of us. We gave up. A few young men forced her to sit down, then bound and gagged her.


Silence fell again. The small boy sat next to his mother, crying. I started to breathe normally again as I listened to the rhythmic pounding of the wheels on the tracks as the train raced through the night. We could begin to doze again, to rest, to dream...


And so an hour or two passed. Another scream jolted us. The woman had broken free of her bonds and was shouting louder than before:


"Look at the fire! Look at the flames! Flames everywhere ... " 


Once again, the young men bound and gagged her. When they actually struck her, people shouted their approval: 


"Keep her quiet! Make that madwoman shut up. She's not the only one here..." 


She received several blows to the head, blows that could have been lethal. Her son was clinging desperately to her, not uttering a word. He was no longer crying.
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