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NOTE:  there are six literary elements, but only five checks.  So, you have a choice of which one you will not do.
Interactive Reading Logs

While you are reading your book, you will keep an Interactive Reading Log.  As you read each section (that your group determines in the first meeting), write a brief summary (about a paragraph) of significant events.  

After your paragraph of summary, you will write a second paragraph that records your interaction with the text about the following literary devices.  Each week you will write about a different literary device.  Take some risks in your interpretation.  Write what you think something means, about its significance.  You are developing your reading and writing skills as you work on developing this commentary or interpretation.


For each interactive response, consider starting with the following sentence frame:
I think the __literary element___ in this section is significant because __________________.

THEME: The general idea or insight about life that a writer wishes to express in a literary work. All elements of the literary work- plot, setting, characterization, etc.-contribute to the development of its theme. (In Macbeth, Shakespeare develops the theme of how an honorable man causes his own downfall due to ambition and greed.) 

CHARACTERIZATION: The personality of a character is revealed to the reader through their (1) actions; (2) thoughts and speeches; (3) physical description; and (4) opinion of themselves or others. Often, it’s a combination of all these which allows us to understand the character and his/her motives and actions.
CONFLICT: A struggle between two opposing forces or characters in the story: (1) a person against another person; (2) a person against society; (3) a person against nature; (4) a person struggling internally with one’s self. Many works often contain more than one conflict. (Macbeth struggles internally with loyalty to King Duncan and too much personal ambition. Macbeth also has external conflicts with Lady Macbeth, Banquo and others.) 

DICTION: A writer’s choice of words for clarity, effectiveness and precision. A writer can choose to be formal, informal, abstract, concrete, simple or ornate, often depending on point-of-view and characterization. 

SYMBOLISM:  Any object, person, place, or action that suggests more than its literal meaning.  Objects, actions and events can be symbolic.  Often, language itself points out or suggests a symbol or symbolic event.  Some writers are more apt to use this technique than others.  (In Macbeth, images of darkness and the color red are foreboding signs that a tragic event is about to occur.  Also, repeated images of borrowed or too big clothes refer to Macbeth’s undeserved title of king.)

SETTING: The time and place in which events occur. Setting includes how the physical background establishes a particular atmosphere or mood, in turn contributing to the plot and theme of a story. (The witches in Macbeth appear in deserted and unpleasant settings to enhance their mysterious purpose. Macbeth’s obsessive desire to seek them out in supernatural places reveals their lack of good faith and is a hint that they should not be trusted.)

Sample Interactive Reading Log:

Lord of the Flies

pages 124-144 

Summary:


Piggy keeps checking in with Ralph to make sure he really saw the beast.  All the boys wonder what their next moves should be, how they should protect themselves.  To discuss the beast, Jack calls a meeting by blowing the conch.  At this assembly, he asks all the boys to follow him as their leader rather than follow Ralph.  When none of the boys agrees to make Jack the leader, he childishly slinks away from the group saying he’s not going to “play any longer.” Anyone who wants to hunt and have fun can join him.  Simon suggests that they all climb the mountain to find the beast; Piggy and Ralph think that’s crazy.  The boys agree to move the signal fire from the mountain to the beach.  By the time there’s enough wood collected, Ralph and Piggy realize that all the bigguns have defected to Jack’s group.  Simon has left to climb the mountain and find the beast.  Meanwhile, Jack and the hunters have gone pig hunting.  They brutally kill a sow and offer her head to the beast.  In one of his “episodes” Simon sees the sow’s head and has a “conversation” with it/the beast.  He realizes that the beast is not to be hunted, but is part of all of them.  Simon is warned not to reveal this truth to the rest of the boys.  If he does, Simon will “get it” implying he’ll be killed by everyone.

Interactive Response:


I think symbolism in this section is significant because in this section, we finally find out why the title of the book is Lord of the Flies.  The sow’s head starts as an offering by boys who have become violent and savage; then, the head becomes the beast talking to Simon.  Overall, I think that the Lord of the Flies is devilish—it represents evil.  What seems so important is that this evil isn’t an outside force like the boys think.  Instead, in Simon’s discussion with the sow’s head, readers learn that this evil is really part of us all.  “I’m part of you,” says the beast to Simon.  This inherent evil is difficult to combat.  Simon is the only boy to recognize and challenge the evil; its force overwhelms the rest of the boys—especially when they are hunting.  I have a feeling that the evil force will keep building in this novel; we still have four chapters to go!  I agree that we all have this evil within us.  But, I also think that Golding is particularly cynical about human nature.  While its true that throughout history human beings have treated one another abominably, I still like to focus on the positive—the people who challenge evil and who don’t let that internal “id” overwhelm them.

